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The Origins of Christianity, with an outline of Van Manen's 
Analysis of the Pauline Literature. By Thomas Whittaker. 
A new edition, with prologue. London: Watts and Com- 
pany, 1914. Pp. xlii, 212. 

The prologue of this book, taken in conjunction with the two 
prefaces, is a psychological document of unusual interest. Mr. 
Whittaker states, with much frankness, the influences which 
led him to the position which he now maintains. He began by 
adopting the theory of Van Manen, who denied the Pauline 
authorship of the Epistles usually attributed to him, and placed 
them all in the second century. Mr. Whittaker at this time 
believed that Jesus actually lived in Palestine. Later, influenced 
apparently by Mr. J. M. Robertson, Mr. Whittaker abandoned 
this view, and adopted the theory that Jesus never existed and 
that the Gospel story is wholly mythical. But even this theory, 
as held by Mr. Robertson, was not radical enough for Mr. Whit- 
taker. Mr. Whittaker came to believe that the period of oral 
myth-making, in which Christianity originated, did not begin 
till after the year 70, and that the production of the New Testa- 
ment literature (which is wholly pseudepigraphic) was not com- 
menced till the second century. Mr. Whittaker's views on the 
Old Testament developed in a closely analogous way, and in 
the end he assigned the origin of Judaism, along with Zoroastrian- 
ism, to the monotheism arrived at by the higher minds in the 
Egyptian and Babylonian priesthood. 

In the section on "The Origins of Christianity," Mr. Whittaker 
brings forward some arguments in favour of his general theory. 
He says that the argument for the mythical theory is inductive 
and cumulative. But an inductive argument must start with 
facts and build on evidence, and Mr. Whittaker gives us aston- 
ishingly little of either. In particular he does not make clear 
what it was about Christianity as conceived by him that enabled 
it to grow and exercise the influence it did. The basis of the 
myth, says Mr. Whittaker, was a rumor. There were certainly 
many rumors in Palestine. But why did the Jesus-rumor pre- 
vail? Because Jesus was "an actual name in Palestine." But 
there were many other actual names in Palestine. Because the 
Jesus-myth was connected with an ancient Joshua-cult. But 
practically no evidence for this is given by Mr. Whittaker. He 
does not even mention the evidence collected by Mr. Robertson. 
The teaching that was invented for this new cult was not, says 
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Mr. Whittaker, specially distinctive. "Its notable sayings are 
for the most part to be read word for word in the Old Testa- 
ment." Christianity steadily grew, and grew out of nothing. 
In effect, Mr. Whittaker asks us to believe a miracle more stu- 
pendous than any in the Gospels — that Christianity grew out of 
literally nothing. He dismisses the testimony of the Gospels 
in exactly eighteen lines, with the judgment, "We are remote 
enough here from memoirs of someone who really lived." This 
is really simply a private judgment, unsupported by serious 
argument. He accepts the famous passage in Tacitus as gen- 
uine, but explains it away. Tacitus confused the Christians of 
Trajan's day with certain Messianic Jews in the time of Nero. 
These Messianic Jews could be known to Greeks and Romans 
by no other name, says Mr. Whittaker, than "Christians." 
But this is surely quite a gratuitous assumption, on a level with 
the view of Lietzmann and others that Jesus could not have used 
the term "Son of man" because it could not be represented in 
Aramaic. And it seems unlikely that these "Messianic Jews" 
did exist in Rome as such a distinctive sect as to render it practi- 
cable for the authorities in Rome to regard them as responsible 
for the fire, in distinction from the Jews in general. Mr. Whit- 
taker's general argument is perfectly circular. In Nero's day 
there could not be Christians, because the myth had not then 
arisen. But again there is no evidence that there were Chris- 
tians in Nero's day, therefore the myth had not yet arisen. All 
through, Mr. Whittaker seems to me to dismiss the evidence for 
the traditional view in a very cavalier manner. Much of it he 
never mentions. No notice, for example, is taken of the im- 
portant evidence of Papias. Mr. Whittaker's arguments would 
prove much history mythical. Peter, for instance, the "rock" 
apostle, is dismissed as a myth, largely because of his symbolical 
name. But because a man has a symbolical name, it does not 
follow that he is a myth. One might as well say that Socrates 
must have been a myth, because his mother and father had such 
delightfully symbolical names as Phainarete and Sophroniskos. 
The book includes an exposition of Van Manen's views on Paul 
and the Pauline Epistles, to which Mr. Whittaker has added, in 
an appendix, an analysis of the Epistle to the Galatians. 

G. A. Johnston. 
University of Glasgow, Scotland. 



